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to make another blunder. Its supreme genius for capitulation
failed it at the one moment when capitulation was both
sensible and patriotic. While its leaders were fulminating to
their own satisfaction Hitler was on his way to the presidential
palace.
The declaration of the Left removed the real fear that was
agitating Papen; Schleicher now could rely on no party in the
state even for benevolent neutrality. Any coup d*6tat now must
be a military coup d^tat and a purely military coup d'6tat was
almost unthinkable. The rumours grew more sinister. Papen once
again appealed to Hitler now reduced to what was almost a state
of panic, for he knew that he did not dare set his motley forces
in array against the Reichswehr and to do him justice he did
not want to. He made half-hearted efforts to take a stand with
Pape^ but Papen had no time to waste on finding formulae. The
alternatives were plain. Either the military would rule and Hitler
be retired again to Landshut with any other rebels or Hitler must
rule—on the President's terms. The National Socialist leader
thought again and accepted.
It only remained to convince the President. There was really
no alternative for him. Rumour—perhaps malicious rumour.,
though not necessarily for there were men among the Reichswehr
generals—had been carried to him that the Reichswehr garrison
at Potsdam was standing to and that warning messages had been
sent to the Reichswehr divisions throughout the country. An even
more malicious rumour was circulated that Bavaria and the South
German states were about to declare themselves independent.
A march on Berlin and the disruption of the Reich! There was
no one now to whom he could turn. On every hand, by every
mouth—his son, Meissner, Papen, the Herrenklub, the Nationalists
—Hitler was urged upon him as the leader, not of rebellious Storm
Troopers but as head of a great national front. He would be
nominally chancellor; actually, they said, he would be a hostage
in a Nationalist cabinet for the good behaviour and loyalty of his
followers. The President gave way.
But there was no coup d'ttat After a long struggle with himself
Schleicher tendered the resignation of himself and the cabinet.

